Sadness was the first step on the road to the happiness
 I am a sixteen year-old Chinese student, studying in an American High School. We speak English in every class, and because my English is weak, I really appreciate people who speak English well, I believe Sadness is the first step on the road to the happiness.
     In middle school, I didn’t recognize the importance of the English, so I didn’t bother to improve. My teacher always criticized me during the class; she was strict but passionate. I felt hopeless because I could not remember what she taught. I didn’t know what to do. I kept silent until I went home after school. In my room, I saw many unopened test papers on my desk and many English cassettes that I never listened to. I had a great study environment but I didn’t cherish it. I was very lazy. Like many Chinese students，I asked myself,  “Why do we need to study English? I never thought that one day I would be able to speak English.
    As a result of another failure in the English exam, my enthusiasm for English learning declined to zero. After the test, my teacher had a conversation for me. I was tired so I couldn't remember what she said, but I still remembered how much her disappointment motivated me. I never had a teacher who was really concerned about me. Sometimes I wanted give up, but still I persevered.  
    I got 142 point on my final test，my score from 90-140during the last semester. I never complained, I had my target and I want to attain it. I felt very happy and I also knew that “My early failures in English and my teacher's disappointment" was the first step on the road to happiness.” If I hadn't tried, I would never had known my potential.  
I am more confident of my English than in the past. Although I still have a long way to go, I don't fear any frustrations I have as I go.  College is my new target. I need to be more diligent in my studies if I want, my dreams to come true. 
 “I know of no more encouraging fact than the unquestioned ability of a man to elevate his life by conscious endeavor”- Abraham Lincol.   
